
 
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
Cambridge – 12th February 2010 

Diabetic Retinal Screening Programmes benefit from New Electronic 
Annual Reporting Service 
 

Digital Healthcare, the leading supplier of software to UK Diabetic Retinal Screening Services (DRSS) has 
released a new software module to help Screening Programmes with their National Reporting 
Requirements. 

The Electronic Annual Reporting Service Module (EARS Connector) provides an automated method to 
populate the On Line annual reporting service required by the English National Screening Programme for 
Diabetic Retinopathy (ENSPDR).  

In 2008 the EARS system was launched to enable Local Screening Programmes to submit their Annual 
Reports to the ENSPDR using a web-based interface for manual input of data.  The system stores the 
submitted data and allowes for reports to be created by the ENSPDR using the data submitted. 

Digital Healthcare’s EARS Connector provides an electronic link between EARS and OptoMize V2 data 
warehouse system via data transfer across an N3 network connection.  This will allow the rapid 
production and upload of Annual Reporting Data.  It will also allow for monthly, quarterly, annual and 
ad-hoc yearly reporting. 
 
The system which includes full error checking to ensure data integrity and completion of data transfer 
provides users with a reduction in administration time in submitting reports and a reduction in the 
possibility of errors in the data that is submitted. 
 
Nicola Winter, Acting Diabetic Retinopathy Screening Manager at Wakefield District Community 
Healthcare Services, one of the initial users of the module said “Using the DH to EARS connector was so 
easy and reduced vast amounts of time and effort by automatically populating the EARS template.  I 
found this particularly useful when importing charts such as grader workload as this is done 
automatically too – fantastic!” 
 



Kevin McDonnell, Managing Director at Digital Healthcare commented “The need for our customers to 
provide the ENSPDR with accurate and timely information is growing.  We are delighted to introduce 
this new module to help our customers by automating the currently time consuming manual process.” 
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About Digital Healthcare: 

Digital Healthcare provides software and related services for population based healthcare screening and technology to manage 
information and images in clinical ophthalmology.  In the UK the care of over 1.4 million diabetic patients is managed using 
Digital Healthcare’s OptoMize product with 41 regional Diabetic Retinal Screening Schemes providing screening to their patient 
populations to detect early and previously undiagnosed signs of diabetic retinopathy and other causes of blindness. 
 
In the US the Company’s Retasure service to detect signs of retinopathy in diabetic patients is used by nearly 900 physicians in 
19 states. 
 
Digital Healthcare’s OcuLab product is used by some of the World’s leading Ophthalmology Departments, including The Wilmer 
Institute in Baltimore MD, to integrate clinical instruments and distribute information across their institutions. 

Digital Healthcare’s award winning products are built on Microsoft’s .Net and SQL Server technologies delivering powerful, 
scalable functionality in a secure and future proof environment. 
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